
Factors for ghosts towns

Geopolitical

Natural 

Economic

Social

Environmental



Agdam / Azerbaijan / Date of extinction: 1993 / In July 1993  
the population from the Agdam capital fled from Armenian forces. 
Despite the fact that no fighting occurred in the city, it was destroyed 
by the Armenians. Bricks and other materials from the ruined city are 
currently being used to repair damage elsewhere in the Nagormo-
Karabakh Republic. 

Alderson / Canada / Date of extinction: 1920s / The town  
of Alderson was born during the great land rush of the early years  
of the 20th century. The prairie town began with great promise  
but in 1914 Alderson’s decline began. In three months of that year,  
the town was struck with three disastrous events: a major fire  
that wiped out most of its business district; crop failure throughout  
the dry belt and then, the First World War.

Altorado / Canada / Date of extinction: 1913 / Population: 100 / 
Altorado’s community originally settled during the creation  
of a Canadian Pacific Railway in an attempt to profit from railway 
trade. During 1912, pioneers, mainly Mormons, settled at Altorado.  
By 1913, the town boasted a doctor, a post office, two general stores, 
and three blacksmiths. However, in 1913, the line bypassed  
the community and this was the reason why it became non-viable  
and disappeared.

Belchite / Spain / Date of extinction: 1964 / Before the 1930s,  
Belchite was a growing city, with many services. As a consequence  
of the Battle of Belchite, during the Spanish Civil War, the city was 
totally destroyed. Instead of reconstructing, General Franco decided 
to keep the ruins of the Old Town of Belchite intact as a memorial  
of the battle. Being totally deserted as of 1964, their inhabitants 
moved to Belchite Nuevo, adjacent to the Old Town. It is a well known 
meeting point for Francoist nostalgics, especially Falangists. 

Bhangarh / India / Date of extinction: 1783 / Population: 10 000 / 
Bhangarh was established in 1573 during the rule of Raja Bhagwant 
Das and it became the residence of his second son Madho Singh. 
Bhangarh declined in population after Madho Singh’s son, Chhatr 
Singh, violent death in 1630, and when the famine of 1783 fell on the 
land the town was abandoned, and has remained a ruin ever since.

Bodie / United States / Date of extinction: 1942 / Population: 7000 / 
Following the discovery of gold in 1859 by a group of prospectors, 
Bodie began as a mining camp. In 1876, the Standard Company 
discovered a profitable deposit of gold-bearing ore, which 
transformed Bodie from an isolated mining camp comprising of a few 
prospectors and company employees to a Wild West boomtown.  
The first signs of an official decline occurred in 1913, when the Standard 
Consolidated Mine closed. The last mine closed in 1942, due to War 
Production Board shutting down all gold mines in the United States.

Bojayá / Colombia / Date of extinction: 2002 / Population: 140 /  
On May 2, 2002, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) 
attacked the small town of Bojayá. Most of the population hid  
in the church where the FARC threw a bomb in the building, killing  
140 people including 40 children. Today, Bojayá is an empty town  
and though plans have been made to rebuild it, they will not be 
situated on the location of the massacre. 

Bussana Vecchia / Italy / Date of extinction: 1887 / Bussana Vecchia 
is a 1 000 year town, situated a few kilometers from the Italian-French 
border. Bussana was founded probably in the second half  
of the ninth century when the coastal region was repeatedly attacked 
by Saracens. It was built on the top of a hill and could easily be 
defended. The severest earthquake to hit Bussana struck the region 
on February 23, 1887 killing over a 2 000 people.

Capel Celyn / Wales / Date of extinction: 1965 / Population: 67 /  
In 1956, a Private bill sponsored by Liverpool City Council was brought 
before Parliament to create a water reservoir from the Tryweryn 
Valley. However, this plan would mean the flooding of Capel Celyn.  
When the valley was flooded in 1965, the rural community village  
and its buildings, including the post office, the school, and a chapel 
with cemetery, were all lost. On 19 October 2005, Liverpool City Council 
issued a formal apology for the flooding.

Caraíbas / Brazil / Date of extinction: 2007 / Population: 300 / 
Caraíbas suffered an earthquake in the early morning of December 9, 
2007. Measuring 4.9 degrees on the Richter scale, the earthquake  
was rare in Brazil. Located over a geological fault, the village  
(76 families) was evacuated and has since been abandoned.

Cassilis / Australia / Date of extinction: 1939 / Population: 500 /  
In the late 19th century, at the peak of the gold boom, Cassilis  
was a thriving mining centre. The Mt Hepburn mine was an immense 
formation nearly a kilometre in length and as much as 15 metres wide. 
However the ore obtained was heavily mineralized, and gold was lost 
due to the lack of a smelting plant. By the First World War, most  
of the available gold was depleted, and the mines closed down.  
The town rapidly declined. The 1939 bushfires destroyed part  
of the town, and other buildings were taken away. The mines are  
now a local tourist attraction with many relics of the gold mining era.

Chaitén / Chile / Date of extinction: 2009 / Population: 7 200 /  
The town was evacuated in May 2008 when the Chaitén volcano 
erupted for the first time in more than 9 000 years. The eruption,  
which began on the 2 May, became more and more violent, throwing 
up a high plume of ash and sulfurous steam that rose up to 19 miles, 
from which ashfall drifted across Patagonia, and over the Atlantic 
Ocean. The town was completely flooded on May 12, 2008 caused  
by a mudflow into of the Blanco River. Over the subsequent weeks,  
the river excavated a new course through Chaitén, completely 
destroying a significant part of the town. Some infrastructural work  
has been undertaken by the government, but they ultimately decided 
to abandon the town, relocating and compensating all residents. 

Châtillon-le-Désert / France / Date of extinction: 1901 /  
Châtillon-le-Désert, is a ruined village, deserted due to the rural flight. 
It is situated on a protective ledge at the foot of a cliff in the Céüse 
mountains 

Chernobyl / Ukraine /Date of extinction: 1986 /Population: 14 000 / 
On 26 April 1986, Reactor #4 of the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant 
exploded. The explosion took place around one in the morning  
while the neighboring town slept. Four workers were killed instantly. 
The city was evacuated and today is uninhabited due to radiation. 

Ctesiphon / Iraq / Date of extinction: 8th century / Ctesiphon was 
one of the great cities of ancient Mesopotamia. In the 6th century, 
Ctesiphon was the largest city in the world. Ctesiphon fell into  
the hands of the Muslims during the Islamic conquest of Persia  
in 637 under the military command of Sa’ad Ibn Abi Waqqas during  
the caliphate of Umar. Although the general population was not 
harmed, the palaces and their archives were burned. However,  
as political and economic fortune had passed elsewhere,  
the city went into a rapid decline, especially after the founding  
of the Abbasid capital at Baghdad in the 8th century and Ctesiphon 
soon became completely abandoned.

Dallol / Ethiopia / Date of extinction: 1960s / Dallol was a former 
mining town located in a crater, where the temperature can rise  
as high as 40 °C. There are no roads ; the only regular transport 
service was provided by camel caravans which travelled to the area 
to collect salt. There was a mining community where an Italian  
and later a U.S. company mined potash ; being in use since the early 
1900s, it was abandoned in the 1960s. As most buildings were made  
of salt blocks and due to of the extremely aggressive environment, 
the town and factory are nothing more than a pile of rubble and rust. 

Derenk / Hungary / Date of extinction : 1943 / Derenk, was 
depopulated between 1938-1943, so that the surrounding area could 
be used as hunting grounds for Admiral Horthy, regent of Hungary.

Dogtown / United States / Date of extinction: 1830 / Population: 500 / 
Dogtown’s area was not particularly suited to agriculture, due  
to its poor and very rocky soil. Neverthelessin 1693 settlers arrived 
because its inland location afforded protection from pirates and from 
enemy natives. After new coastal roads were opened, and especially 
after the end of the 1812 War and its risk of coastal bombardment, 
most farmers moved away from Dogtown. Many of the widows  
of sea-goers and soldiers who never returned kept dogs  
for protection and company. As these last inhabitants died their pets 
became feral and wild, roaming the moors and howling, thus  
the name “Dogtown” was born. Most of the area of Dogtown is now  
a dense woodland with the remains of cellar holes of the settlers, 
criss-crossed and bisected by trails and old roads.

Elko Tract / United States / Date of extinction: 1945 / Population: 0 / 
Elko Tract was a 9 km decoy airfield during World War II. The area  
was converted into a false city, its structure closely resembling  
that of Richmond, a city nearby to the west. It is widely accepted  
that the premise behind the work was to serve as a decoy for German 
or Japanese bombers on night raids. A large portion of the original 
infrastructure construction is still in place today, including the water 
tower, building foundations, and several fire hydrants.

Etzweiler / Germany / Date of extinction: 1996 / Etzweiler was 
abandoned in the 1990s to make way for an enlarging coal mine.  
The inhabitants were compensated by the mining company  
and re-settled.

Fleury-devant-Douaumont / France / Date of extinction: 1916 / 
Population: 422 / Since the end of the Battle of Verdun in 1916,  
Fleury-devant-Douaumont has been unoccupied. During the war,  
the town was completely destroyed and the land was made 
uninhabitable to such an extent that a decision was made not  
to rebuild it. The site of the commune is maintained as a testimony  
to war and is officially designated as a “village that died for France”.

Gaur / India / Date of extinction : 1580s / Population : 1 200 000 / 
Gaur was sacked by Sher Shah in 1539, and was occupied by Akbar’s 
general in 1575, when Daud Shah, the last of the Afghan dynasty, 
refused to pay homage to the Mughal emperor. This occupation  
was followed by an outbreak of the plague, which completed  
the downfall of the city. Since then the city is almost overgrown  
by the jungle.

Goroumo / Central African Republic / Date of extinction: 2008 / 
Goroumo was attacked by armed gangs who killed almost all  
the male inhabitants. Many of the bandits were veteran fighters  
from past coups. Currently Gouromo is still deserted.

Grafton / United States / Date of extinction: 1944 / The site was  
first settled in December 1859 as part of a cotton-growing project.  
The town grew quickly in its first few years; the community dug 
irrigation canals and planted orchards. One particular challenge  
to farming was the large amounts of silt in Grafton’s section  
of the Virgin River. Residents had to dredge out clogged irrigation 
ditches on a weekly basis. In 1866, when the outbreak of the Black 
Hawk War caused widespread fear of Indian attacks, the town 
was completely evacuated to Rockville. Continued severe flooding 
discouraged resettlement, and most of the population moved 
permanently to more accessible locations on the other side  
of the river. By 1890 only four families remained. The last residents  
left Grafton in 1944.

Grytviken / South Georgia Island / Date of extinction : 1966 / 
Population : 300 / The settlement at Grytviken was established on 
November 16, 1904, by the Norwegian sea captain Carl Anton Larsen 
as a whaling station for his Compañía Argentina de Pesca. It was 
phenomenally successful, with 195 whales taken in the first season 
alone. As the manager of Compañía Argentina de Pesca, Larsen 
organized the construction of Grytviken, a remarkable undertaking 
accomplished by a team of sixty Norwegians building a newly whale-
oil factory. Managers and other senior officers of the whaling stations 
often had their families living together with them. Several children 
were born in Grytviken. The whale population in the seas around  
the island was substantially reduced over the following sixty years 
until the station closed in December 1966, by which time the whale 
stocks were so low that their continued exploitation was unviable.

Gush Katif / Palestine / Population: 8 000 / Date of extinction: 2005 / 
In August 2005, the residents of Gush Katif, a 17 Israeli settlements, 
were forcefully evicted from the area and their homes demolished 
as part of Israel’s unilateral disengagement plan. In essence, many 
residents returned to pack the contents of their homes and the Israeli 
government began the destruction of all residential buildings.  
On September 12, 2005, the Israeli Army withdrew from each settlement 
up to the Green Line. All public buildings (schools, libraries, community 
centers, office buildings) as well as industrial buildings, factories  
and greenhouses which could not be taken apart were left intact.

Harappa / Pakistan / Date of extinction: 1900 BC / Population: 
23 500 / Harappa, emerged circa 2600 BC along the Indus River valley. 
Harappa was an ancient fortified city, well known for their impressive, 
organized and regular layout, road and street networks, drainage  
and step-wells for water. The decline of the Harappans was gradual 
at first and later, it appears, terminated abruptly. In the period  
of climate history coinciding with the decline of the Harappans,  
a significant change in the global climate took place by  
the expansion of arctic air. One factor which is certain, however,  
is that the Harappans engaged in deforestation and misuse  
of grazing land, which in turn caused pollution and desertification.

Hashima Island / Japan / Date of extinction: 1974 / Population: 
83 500 / Hashima Island was a Japanese mining town from 1887  
to 1974. Nowadays, the island is constituted with large abandoned 
concrete buildings surrounded by sea walls. Hashima Island  
was once known for having the world’s highest population density. 
The island was abandoned when the coal mines were closed down.

Home of Truth / United States / Date of extinction: 1977 / Population: 
100 / Home of Truth was a short-lived utopian religious community 
in the 1930s, led by a spiritualist named Marie Ogden. During its brief 
history the town was isolated from the surrounding community  
socially as well as physically, its residents keeping to themselves  
in a strict, simple lifestyle. Ogden took over the local newspaper.  
The crisis that led to the downfall of the Home of Truth resulted  
from her writings about efforts to raise a woman from the dead.  
The investigations by local authorities and the intense media 
attention that followed drove most of the members to abandon  
the group by the end of 1937. A handful of residents continued  
to occupy Home of Truth until 1977.

Imber / England / Date of extinction: 1943 / Population: 150 /  
Imber is an uninhabited village in Wiltshire. In the early 20th century 
the town was somewhat isolated, and most of its residents  
were employed in agriculture or work that directly depended on it. 
From the late 19th century onwards, the War Office began buying 
up land on Salisbury Plain, and using it for war maneuvers. Imber’s 
inhabitants were evicted in 1943 to provide training grounds used by 
US forces for practice street fighting. The village was used extensively  
for training, particularly preparing army soldiers for their duties  
in the urban environments of Northern Ireland.

Jonestown / Guyana / Date of extinction: 1978 / Population: 918 / 
Jonestown in Guyana became an empty town because of the mass 
murder of the Peoples Temple community that lived there. Jonestown 
was the informal name for the ”Peoples Temple Agricultural Project”, 
an intentional community formed by the Peoples Temple, a cult from 
California, United States, led by Jim Jones. It became internationally 
notorious when, on November 18, 1978, 918 people died ina so called 
collective suicide in the settlement, as well as in a nearby airstrip  
and in Georgetown, Guyana’s capital.

Jussarö / Finland / Date of extinction: 1967 / Jussarö, was a village 
near the Jussarö mines and was known for its lighthouse. Prisoners 
worked in Jussarö mines in the 19th century. The iron ore mine closed 
in 1967. In Jussarö some abandoned buildings still remain and were 
used by the military until 2005 for urban war simulations.

Kayaköy / Turkey / Population : 2 000 / Date of extinction: 1923 / 
Kayaköy was inhabited by Anatolian Greeks, until 1923 when 
a population exchange was agreed by the Turkish and Greek 
governments which left the town as a site of empty houses  
and Greek churches.

Komino / Poland / Population: 5 000 / Date of extinction: 1992 / 
The town was built for Soviet soldiers and their families. It was 
completely abandoned in 1992 after the collapse of the USSR.

Kolmanskop / Namibia / Date of extinction: 1956 / Kolmanskop,  
a small mining village, developed after the discovery of diamonds 
in the area in 1908, to provide shelter for workers from the harsh 
environment of the Namib Desert. The village was built in the fashion 
of a  German town, with facilities like a hospital, ballroom, power 
station, school, skittle-alley, theater and sport-hall, casino, railway 
line, ice factory and the first x-ray-station in the southern hemisphere. 
The town declined after the first World War as diamond prices 
crashed. It was abandoned in 1956. The town is now a popular tourist 
destination. The geological forces of the desert mean that tourists  
can now walk through houses knee-deep in sand.

Lemieux / Canada / Date of extinction : 1991 / The community  
of Lemieux was abandoned over a two-year period from 1989  
to 1991, after soil testing revealed that the town was built on unstable 
Leda clay, a type of subsoil which can liquefy under stress, and was 
consequently in danger of experiencing a landslide. Two years after 
the last building in Lemieux was demolished, a landslide swept  
part of the former town site into the South Nation River.

Lothal / India / Population: 15 000 / Date of extinction: 1 900 BC /  
Lothal dates back to 2400 BC. After the core of the Indus civilization 
decayed, Lothal seems not only to have survived but to have thrived 
for many years. But its constant threats, tropical storms and floods, 
caused immense destruction, which destabilized the culture and 
ultimately caused its end. Topographical analysis also shows signs 
that at about the time of its demise; the region suffered from aridity  
or weakened monsoon rainfall. Thus the cause for the abandonment 
of the city may have been changes in the climate as well as natural 

disasters, as suggested by environmental magnetic records.  
A massive flood (c. 1900 BC) completely destroyed the flagging 
township in a single stroke.

Mangazeya / Russia / Date of extinction: 1662 / Mangazeya  
was a Northwest Siberian trans-Ural trading colony and later city  
in the 16th-17th centuries. Russian settlers of the White Sea coasts  
of Russia had found a route along the Arctic coast to Arkhangelsk  
to trade with Norwegian, English and Dutch merchants. This trade 
route was forbidden in 1619 under the penalty of death, for two 
reasons: the state was unable to collect tax on it, and there was  
a fear of English trading penetration into Siberia. The city strived 
to exist for some 50 years more, but eventually Mangazeya was 
abandoned. Following the catastrophic fire of 1662, the remaining 
population was evacuated.

Mardale Green / England / Date of extinction : 1935 / This village  
was submerged in 1935 when the water level of the Mardale glacial 
valley’s lake, Haweswater, was raised to form Haweswater Reservoir 
by the Manchester Corporation. Most of the village’s buildings were 
blown up by the Royal Engineers, who used them for demolition 
practice.

Milovice - Bo í Dar / Czech Republic / Date of extinction: 1991 / 
Population: 20 000 / Milovice - Bo í Dar was occupied by Soviet 
soldiers and their families, and was abandoned in 1990-1991 after  
the Velvet Revolution. Nowadays, Bo í Dar, as well as the nearby 
airport, is totally abandoned.

Mologa / Russia / Date of extinction: 1940’s / Population: 130 000 / 
Mologa was flooded by the creation of Rybinsk reservoir. Mologa 
was a town formerly situated at the confluence of Mologa and Volga 
Rivers, but now submerged under the waters of the Rybinsk Reservoir. 
During the construction of the Rybinsk Reservoir and Rybinsk 
hydroelectric plant, the town of Mologa was evacuated and engulfed 
by water in the 1940s.

Múli / Faroe Islands / Date of extinction: 2002 / Múli’s settlement  
can be dated back to the 13th century. Múli became the last  
community in the Faroe archipelago to receive electricity in 1970.  
It was later connected with Nordepil by a road in an attempt to stop 
depopulation. Nevertheless, Múli has been considered abandoned 
since 2002.

Niya / China / Date of extinction: 4th century / Population: 1000 / 
Niya was once a major commercial center on an oasis on the Silk 
Road in the Taklamakan Desert. During ancient times camel caravans 
would cut through, carrying goods from China to Central Asia.  
This ancient city has been buried by the desert. It was once 
prosperous but suddenly disappeared, destroyed by wind-blown 
sand due to desert encroachment.

North Rona / Scotland / Date of extinction: 1844 /Population: 30 / 
Rona is a remote Scottish island that was inhabited until the entire 
population of thirty died in 1685 after an infestation by rats. The rats 
raided the food stocks of barley meal and the inhabitants starved 
to death and plague was a contributory factor. The rats themselves 
eventually starved to death, the huge swells the island experiences 
preventing their hunting along the rocky shores. It was resettled,  
but again depopulated by around 1695 in some sort of boating 
tragedy, after which it remained home to a succession of shepherds 
and their families, until 1844 when it was deserted. It is owned  
by Scottish Natural Heritage, and managed as a nature reserve,  
for its important grey seal and seabird colonies.

Ojuela / Mexico / Date of extinction : 1910’s / At the beginning  
of the 20th century there were problems with the mining exploitation  
of Ojuela due to the conflicts and struggles originated by the Mexican 
Revolution and with the additional problem of the water presence 
inside the mine. At the end of the revolution the operation continued 
but soon the mineral reserves were exhausted and the company 
decided to lease it to a local miners co-operative, therefore the town 
was gradually abandoned.

Oradour-sur-Glane / France / Date of extinction: 1944 / Population: 
650 / The original village was destroyed on June 10, 1944, when 642  
of its inhabitants were murdered by a German Waffen-SS company.  
A new village was built post-war on a nearby site and the original  
has been maintained as a memorial.

Pattonsburg / United States / Date of extinction : 1993 / Population: 
260 / After being flooded more than 30 times since their town was 
founded in 1845, residents of Pattonsburg, had enough after floods  
in 1993. The entire town was flooded twice in a three week period.  
With government help, the whole town was rebuilt 5 km away. 
Residents moved to New Pattonsburg, leaving the old Pattonsburg 
behind. 

Plymouth / Montserrat / Date of extinction: 1997 / Population: 4000 / 
Plymouth was the capital as well as the only port of entry  
to Montserrat, a territory in the Caribbean Sea. Beginning in July 1995, 
a series of huge eruptions by the Soufrière Hills volcano sent lava 
flows and ash falls across a wide area of Plymouth. On 21 August 1995, 
tephra fell on Plymouth and in December, residents were evacuated 
as a precaution. They were allowed back a few months later, but  
on the 25 June 1997 a massive eruption produced pyroclastic surges. 
Between the 4-8 August, a further series of eruptions destroyed 
approximately 80% of the city, burying it under 1.4 metres of ash.  
The destruction of Plymouth caused severe problems for Montserrat.  
It was the largest settlement on the island, and it contained most  
of the island’s shops and services in addition to its seat of 
Government. Some of the lost facilities have been recreated 
elsewhere on Montserrat, but more than two-thirds of the island’s 
population was evacuated overseas and most have never returned.

Pompeii / Italy / Date of extinction : 79 / Population : 20 000 / Pompeii 
was destroyed, and completely buried, during a long catastrophic 
eruption of the volcano Mount Vesuvius spanning two days in AD 79. 
The volcano collapsed higher roof-lines and buried Pompeii under  

60 feet of ash and pumice, and it was lost for nearly 1700 years before 
its accidental rediscovery in 1748. 

Prypyat / Ukraine / Date of extinction: 1986 / Population: 50 000 /  
The city was founded in 1970 to house the Chernobyl Nuclear Power 
Plant workers, and was abandoned in 1986 following the Chernobyl 
disaster. After the disaster, the city of Prypiat was evacuated  
in two days. Prypiat remains completely empty. 

Puerto del Hambre / Chile / Date of extinction: 1586 / Population: 170 / 
Puerto del Hambre was founded in the Strait of Magellan in 1584  
by Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa. Starvation and the cold climate killed 
all of the inhabitants. The English navigator, Sir Thomas Cavendish 
landed at the site in 1587. He found only ruins of the settlement. 

Pyramiden / Norway / Date of extinction: 1998 / Population: 1 000 /  
Pyramiden was a Russian settlement and coal mining community  
on the archipelago of Svalbard. It was founded by Sweden in 1910, 
and sold to the Soviet Union in 1927. The town was named for  
the pyramid-shaped mountain adjacent. The settlement was 
abandoned on January 10, 1998 by its owner, the state-owned 
Russian company Arctikugol Trust. Within the buildings things remain 
exactly as they were left, abandoned in a hurry.

Quneitra / Syria / Date of extinction : 1974 / Population : 20 000 / 
Quneitra is situated in a high valley in the Golan Heights and was 
founded in the Ottoman era as a way station on the caravan route  
to Damascus and subsequently became a garrison town, strategically 
located near the ceasefire line with Israel. On 10 June 1967, the last 
day of the Six-Day War, Quneitra came under Israeli control. It was 
briefly recaptured by Syria during the 1973 Yom Kippur War, but Israel 
regained control in its subsequent counter-offensive. The city  
was almost completely destroyed and abandoned before the Israeli 
withdrawal in June 1974.

Rhyolite / United States / Date of extinction: 1920 /Population: 5 000 / 
Rhyolite began in early 1905 as one of several mining camps that 
sprang up after a prospecting discovery in the surrounding hills. 
During an ensuing gold rush, thousands of gold-seekers, developers, 
miners, and service providers flocked to the Bullfrog Mining District. 
Rhyolite declined almost as rapidly as it rose. After the richest ore  
was exhausted, production fell. The 1906 San Francisco earthquake 
and the financial panic of 1907 made it more difficult to raise 
development capital. By the end of 1910, the mine was operating  
at a loss, and it closed in 1911. By this time, many out-of-work miners 
had moved elsewhere, and Rhyolite’s population dropped well  
below 1 000. By 1920, it was close to zero.

Rosewood / United States / Date of extinction: 1923 / Population: 
355 / Rosewood was settled in 1845 in Florida and local industry 
centered around timber. Initially, Rosewood had both black  
and white settlers. When most of the cedar trees in the area had 
been cut by 1890, the pencil mills closed, and many white residents 
moved to Sumner. By 1900, the population in Rosewood had become 
predominantly black. The Rosewood massacre was provoked when  
a white woman in Sumner claimed she was assaulted by a black man. 
White men from nearby towns lynched a Rosewood resident.  
When black citizens defended themselves against further attacks, 
several hundred whites combed the countryside hunting for black 
people, and burned almost every structure in Rosewood. Survivors  
hid for several days in nearby swamps and were evacuated by train 
and car to larger towns. Although state and local authorities  
were aware of the violence, they made no arrests for the activities  
in Rosewood. The town was abandoned by the residents during  
the attacks.

Ruby / United States / Date of extinction: 1941 / Population: 1 200 /  
Ruby was founded as a mining camp started around 1877 and 
producing gold, silver, lead, zinc and copper. The most prosperous 
period for Ruby was in the 1920s and 30s, when the Eagle-Picher 
Mining Company operated the mine and upgraded the camp.  
The mine closed in 1940, and by the end of 1941, Ruby had become 
empty. Ruby’s attractions today include about 25 buildings under roof, 
including the old jail and houses, the old school, the playground,  
old mine machinery, buildings and mine workings.

Saint Kilda / Scotland / Date of extinction: 1930 / Population: 180 / 
Saint Kilda was permanently inhabited for at least two millennia.  
The islands had existed for centuries in relative isolation until  
tourism and the presence of the military in the first World War induced  
the islanders to seek alternatives to privations they routinely suffered. 
The changes made to the island by visitors in the 19th century 
disconnected the islanders from the way of life that had allowed  
their forebears to survive in this unique environment. Despite 
construction of a small jetty in 1902, the islands remained  
at the weather’s mercy. After the death of four men from influenza  
in 1926 there was an investigations into the soil where crops had been 
grown have shown that there had been contamination by lead  
and other pollutants, caused by the use of seabird carcasses  
and peat ash in the manure used on the village fields. This occurred 
over a lengthy period of time as manuring practices became more 
intensive and may have been a factor in the evacuation.  
On 29 August 1930, the remaining 36 inhabitants were evacuated  
at their own request.

San Juan Parangaricutiro / Mexico / Date of extinction: 1943 /  
San Juan Parangaricutiro was a small village, buried beneath ash  
and lava during the formation of the Parícutin volcano in 1943.

Sarai Berke / Russia / Date of extinction: 1556 / Population:  
600 000 / Sarai Berke was a capital of the Golden Horde and one 
of the largest cities of the medieval world. Mongol ruler Batu Khan 
is credited with building the city in the 1240s. The city was destroyed 
several times, around 1395 and 1502. The final destruction happened 
after 1556 when Ivan IV of Russia conquered Astrakhan Khanate.

Schokland / The Netherlands / Date of extinction : 1859 /  
As a result from the increasing sea-level Schokland transformed  
from an attractive settlement area in the Middle Ages to a place  

under continuous threat by floods in the 19th century. In 1859  
the government decided to end permanent settlement on Schokland. 

Sjöstad / Sweden / Date of extinction: 1260 / Population: 700 /  
Wars and genocide have ended Sjöstad’s life, and it is never 
resettled. This happened in 1260, when the town’s merchants had 
crossed the ice of Lake Vättern and been cut down by the Danes.  
The Danes then proceeded to the town and ravaged and burnt it 
down. The town was never resettled.

Slievemore / Ireland / Date of extinction: 1910’s / Slievemore  
is the largest and most recently abandoned of several “booley” 
settlements on Achill Island. This village consists of the remains  
of almost 100 traditional stone cottages. Through study of the field  
systems surrounding the deserted village, archaeological 
investigation, and historical research it has been established  
that settlement dates at least to the Anglo-Norman period  
(12th Century AD). The most recent period of habitation came  
to an end in the early 20th century, when the cottages were used  
for ‘booleying’ by the local population.

Smeerenburg / Norway / Date of extinction: 1660 / Population: 400 / 
The settlement of Smeerenburg on Amsterdam Island in Svalbard, 
originated with Danish and Dutch whalers in 1619: one of Europe’s 
northernmost outposts. In its heyday, Smeerenburg was made up  
of 16-17 buildings, including a fort at its centre, built in or before 1631  
to ward off the Danish and other interlopers. The alleys between  
the buildings were cobbled with drainage gullies, allowing the men 
to walk dry-shod. During this time men working ashore were boiling 
blubber into oil, flensing whales, and coopering casks to pour the oil 
into. Smeerenburg’s decline began in the early to mid-1640s.  
There is evidence of it still in use by the Hoorn chamber as late  
as 1657. Around 1660, with the transition to pelagic whaling,  
the settlement was abandoned.

Stromness / South Georgia Island / Date of extinction: 1961 / 
Stromness is a former whaling station on the northern coast  
of South Georgia Island. Its historical significance is that it represents  
the destination of Ernest Shackleton’s epic rescue journey in 1916. 
In the decades following its closure, Stromness has been subject 
to damage from the elements and many of its buildings have been 
reduced to ruins. In 1907 a “floating factory” was erected  
in Stromness Harbour; the land station being built in 1912.  
Stromness operated as a whaling station from 1912 until 1931.  
In 1931 it was converted into a ship repair yard with a machine shop 
and a foundry. It remained operational until 1961 when the site was 
abandoned.

Tide Mills / England / Date of extinction: 1939 / Population: 100 /  
The village consisted of a large tide mill and numerous cottages  
for workers. The mill stopped in around 1900, the village was 
condemned as unfit for habitation in 1936 with the last residents 
forcibly removed in 1939. The area was in part cleared to give fields  
of fire and also used for street fighting training. The area 
accommodated vast numbers of Canadian troops during  
World War II.

Uravan / United States / Date of extinction: 1984 / Population: 800 / 
Uravan was a town in Colorado, now abandoned as a Superfund 
site. The town was a company town established by U.S. Vanadium 
Corporation in 1936 to extract the rich vanadium ore in the region.  
As a byproduct of vanadium extraction, small amounts of uranium 
were also produced, at the time mostly used as a yellow pigment.  
The name of the town was a contraction of Uranium vanadium.  
During World War II, Uravan provided part of the uranium needed  
by the Manhattan Project for the first atomic bomb. During  
the uranium “boom”, in the early 1950s, Uravan’s fortunes grew  
as it became one of the major “yellowcake towns” in the region. 
American military requirements of uranium declined in the 1960s,  
and the government completed its uranium procurement program  
by the end of 1970. Environmental cleanup of the site commenced  
in 1986 and was essentially completed by 2001. Once, over 800 people 
lived along the tree-lined streets enjoying housing, schools, medical 
facilities, tennis courts, a recreation center and pool provided  
by the company.

Val-Jalbert / Canada / Date of extinction: 1927 / Val-Jalbert was 
founded in 1901 and soon saw success in the pulp mill created  
by Damase Jalbert at the base of the Ouiatchouan Falls. However, 
the success was fleeting, as the abrupt closure of the mill in 1927 led 
the desertion of the entire village. With over 70 original abandoned 
buildings, Val-Jalbert has been described as the best-preserved 
ghost town in Canada.

Varosha / Cyprus / Date of extinction: 1974 / Varosha was abandoned 
by its original inhabitants without being settled, following the 1974 
Turkish invasion of the Cyprus. For the last three decades, it has been 
left empty. 

Vijayanagara / India / Date of extinction: 1670’s / Population: 
500 000 / The first occupation of the site, a small temple, was begun  
by the 11th century; in its heyday about 1450, Vijayanagara included  
an area of 300 km2. Vijayanagara’s empire, founded in 1336  
by two brothers named Sangama, included much of southern India. 
The city was abandoned after a major military attack in AD 1565  
and never reoccupied; the empire itself continued another 100 years 
from leaders at Andhra Pradesh. Over 200 of the buildings  
at Vijayanagara remain intact.

Wharram Percy / England / Date of extinction: 16th century /  
Wharram Percy is a deserted medieval village. The site has 
apparently been settled since pre-historic times, the village seems  
to have been most active from the 10th-12th centuries. The villagers  
of Wharram Percy seem to have suffered from changes in prices  
and wages in the 15th century, which gave pastoral farming 
(particularly of sheep) an advantage over traditional cereal farming. 
The village was finally abandoned in the early 16th century when  
the lord of the manor turned out the last few families and knocked 
down their homes to make room for extra sheep pasturage.


